“Faith in Action”
Bishop Frank and JoeNell Summerfield

Texts: James 2:14-26, Genesis 22:1-19,
Hebrews 11:17-19, II Kings 4:18-37,
Matt. 9:18-24, Mark 5:25-34, Romans
4:13-25
Romans 15:4 tells us that whatsoever things
were written aforetime were written for
our learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the scriptures might have
hope. Please note that the word hope comes
from the Greek word el-pece, and means by
definition; to anticipate usually with pleasure,
expectation, confidence, faith, confident
expectation of good.
As we study the written word we run into
certain Faith in Action Champions or role
models that we can learn from and base our
Faith Actions or works on.
As we study and see how they responded to
seemingly and actual hopeless and impossible
circumstances with Faith in Action it should
encourage us and give strength for our Faith in
Action situation we are dealing with in life now
in our day. We learn from what they did in
their day what to do now in our day.
Another word for Action is Works as we
consider our main or first focal text: James
2:14-26.
James 2:17 Even so faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone.

18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith,
and I have works: shew me thy faith
without thy works, and I will shew thee
my faith by my works.
20: But wilt thou know, O vain man, that
faith without works is dead?
21: Was not Abraham our father justified
by works, when he had offered Isaac his
son upon the altar?
God actually asked Abraham to sacrifice his
only son just as God proved His love for us by
actually sacrificing His only son, Jesus Christ on
the cross. See Abraham in Faith in Action in
Genesis 22:1-19.
24: Ye see then how that by works a man
is justified, and not by faith only.
Please note that justified means to be in right
standing with God.
26: For as the body without the spirit is
dead, so faith without works is dead also.
For our faith to be alive and do us any good
we’ve got to give it to our works or Actions.
Our Actions must correspond to our Faith. Our
Actions demonstrate and prove what we
believe in spite of what we see or don’t see,
feel or don’t feel: especially our actions of
speaking. See II Corinthians 4:13.
Let’s study some Faith in Action Champions
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and Role Models:

deliverance.

Abraham actually proceeded to slay his only
son Isaac on the sacrifice altar because he
believed God would raise him back up from the
dead because he knew God had promised that
his miracle seed son would cause the
multiplied population of the earth.

18: Of whom it was said, That in Isaac
shall thy seed be called:

Notice how he told his servants that he and
Isaac both would return.
Genesis 22:5 And Abraham said unto his
young men, Abide ye here with the ass;
and I and the lad will go yonder and
worship, and come again to you.
6: And Abraham took the wood of the
burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his
son; and he took the fire in his hand, and
a knife; and they went both of them
together. (Isaac had to carry his own wood
that was to burn him up)
10: And Abraham stretched forth his
hand, and took the knife to slay his son.
Hebrews 11:17 By faith Abraham, when
he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he
that had received the promises offered
up his only begotten son,
He had to actually put his Faith in Action,
and so do we for ours to be alive and cause
our victory, miracles, healing, prosperity, or

Note that it would have been impossible for
seed of generations to come through Isaac if
he was dead. So, Abraham had to believe the
impossible, and sometimes so do we. That’s
what Matt. 17:20 and Mark 9:23 are for.
Hebrews 11 continued.
19: Accounting that God was able to raise
him up, even from the dead; from
whence also he received him in a figure.
Isaac actually came from Abraham’s dead loins
and Sarah’s dead womb according to Romans
4:19 And being not weak in faith, he
considered not his own body now dead,
when he was about an hundred years old,
neither yet the deadness of Sarah's
womb:
Faith in Action can cause dead things to live
again according to Ezekiel 37, especially
speaking to them.
A careful study of II Kings 4:18-37 will show
several examples of Faith in Action
performed by a Faith in Action role model
woman with a dead son.
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A careful study of Matt. 9:18-26 will show two
other Faith in Action Role Model Champions:
a woman with a disease for 12 years who was
only getting worse and a ruler with a dead
daughter wanting Jesus to raise her. This can
also be seen in Mark 5:21-42.
Faith Actions we can perform to keep our Faith
alive.
1. Speak the word regardless of the
circumstance, or condition, or situation
See II Corinth. 4:13, and Hebrews
10:23
2. Dance in advance. See Psalm 150:3-5
3. Fast, Pray, Praise and Worship.
See II Chronicles 20:1-20.
4. Fight, push, keep going, when you don’t
feel like it. See I Timothy 6:12
5. Keep giving thanks: I Thess. 5:18.
6. Pray without ceasing: I Thess. 5:17,
Luke 18:1, Psalm 55:17, Daniel 6:1-10.
7. Sow in time of lack and need. Gen.
26:1-2, 12-19.
Sometimes Faith in Action requires doing
something we may even despise doing or be
very uncomfortable doing, but be absolutely
necessary for our deliverance or breakthrough.
A good example of this can be seen in II Kings
5:1-15, when the mighty warrior Naaman
wanted to be healed of leprosy, but didn’t want

to put his Faith in Action and dip himself in
the Jordan River seven times as he was
instructed to do by the prophet Elisha. Once he
obeyed and put his Faith in Action by doing
what he was told to do even though he
despised doing it, he got his miracle
breakthrough healing, and you will too when
you put your Faith in Action.
II Kings 5:9 So Naaman came with his
horses and with his chariot, and stood at
the door of the house of Elisha.
10: And Elisha sent a messenger unto
him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven
times, and thy flesh shall come again to
thee, and thou shalt be clean.
11: But Naaman was wroth, and went
away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will
surely come out to me, and stand, and
call on the name of the Lord his God, and
strike his hand over the place, and
recover the leper.
12: Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of
Damascus, better than all the waters of
Israel? May I not wash in them, and be
clean? So he turned and went away in a
rage.
13: And his servants came near, and
spake unto him, and said, My father, if
the prophet had bid thee do some great
thing, wouldest thou not have done it?
how much rather then, when he saith to
thee, Wash, and be clean?
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Look carefully and see what happened to
Naaman as soon as he obeyed and put Faith
in Action.

of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a
cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two
sticks, that I may go in and dress it for
me and my son, that we may eat it, and
die.

14: Then went he down, and dipped
himself seven times in Jordan, according
to the saying of the man of God: and his
flesh came again like unto the flesh of a
little child, and he was clean.

She gave the prophet every reason she could
think of why she couldn’t obey and
accommodate his request, but the prophet
knew she needed to put her Faith in Action
to get her miracle so he pushed her to do so.

If Naaman wouldn’t have obeyed the command
or instructions given to him by the man of God,
he would not have put his Faith in Action
and got his supernatural divine healing.
Sometimes in order to put our Faith in Action
we must be obedient to the instructions we’re
given.

13: And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go
and do as thou hast said: but make me
thereof a little cake first, and bring it
unto me, and after make for thee and for
thy son.
14: For thus saith the Lord God of Israel,
The barrel of meal shall not waste,
neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the
day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the
earth.
15: And she went and did according to
the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and
her house, did eat many days.
16: And the barrel of meal wasted not,
neither did the cruse of oil fail, according
to the word of the Lord, which he spake
by Elijah.

If the widow woman in I Kings 17 who had put
her son and herself on death row with one last
meal hadn’t obeyed the prophet Elijah and put
her Faith in Action, she would not have
gotten her deliverance from lack, and her son
raised from the dead.
I Kings 17:11 And as she was going to
fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring
me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in
thine hand.
12: And she said, As the Lord thy God
liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful

Verses 17-24 depict the widow woman’s son
dying and Elijah miraculously raising him from
the dead which would not have happened if
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the widow hadn’t obeyed him and put her
Faith in Action. So, we can clearly see that
sometimes it takes being obedient to
commands or instructions to put our Faith in
Action to get the deliverance, healing,
miracle, or breakthrough we need.
How about the prophet Ezekiel being
commanded to put his Faith in Action by
speaking to a bunch of dead dry bones in a
valley? Whoever heard of talking to bones and
telling them to come alive? There’s no limit to
what one’s Faith in Action can do or cause to
happen. Ezekiel 37:1-14 covers this episode.
Ezekiel 37:1 The hand of the Lord was
upon me, and carried me out in the spirit
of the Lord, and set me down in the midst
of the valley which was full of bones,
2: And caused me to pass by them round
about: and, behold, there were very
many in the open valley; and, lo, they
were very dry.
4: Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon
these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry
bones, hear the word of the Lord.
5: Thus saith the Lord God unto these
bones; Behold, I will cause breath to
enter into you, and ye shall live:
No wonder Proverbs 18:21 says death and life
are in the power of the tongue. When we put
our Faith in Action by speaking to things,

conditions, situations, or circumstances we
release the power to produce either of the two.
In Ezekiel’s case he spoke life as his Faith in
Action.
6: And I will lay sinews upon you, and
will bring up flesh upon you, and cover
you with skin, and put breath in you, and
ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am
the Lord.
Now watch Ezekiel’s obedience to what he was
commanded to do.
7: So I prophesied as I was commanded:
and as I prophesied, there was a noise,
and behold a shaking, and the bones
came together, bone to his bone.
8: And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and
the flesh came up upon them, and the
skin covered them above: but there was
no breath in them.
9: Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto
the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say
to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God;
Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe upon these slain, that they may
live.
10:
So I prophesied as he commanded me,
and the breath came into them, and they
lived, and stood up upon their feet, an
exceeding great army.
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